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*   *   * 
  

OPERATION TOY TRAIN RECEIVES CABOOSE 
DONATION FROM CSX TRANSPORTATION 

 
SADDLE BROOK, NJ – Operation Toy Train’s annual Toys for Tots collection train will now 
feature a classic railroad caboose. 
 
Built in 1980 for the Chessie System, this caboose was recently retired from active service by 
CSX Transportation. It has now found a second life in New Jersey, as CSX has graciously donated 
the historic railcar to Operation Toy Train. This local non-profit group operates an annual toy 
collection train in December to benefit the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Foundation. 
The collected toys are then redistributed to children in need within the collection areas, just in 
time for Christmas. 
 
Operation Toy Train’s 2017 run collected over 27,000 toys, which is the largest single donation to 
the Toys for Tots Foundation in the United States. With the overwhelming amount of donations 
and support, the train was filled beyond capacity, with toys piled on the seats normally occupied 
by the all-volunteer crew. Additional railcar donations in 2018 from Wells Fargo Rail and The 
Firefighters Education and Training Foundation have alleviated the toy capacity problems, but the 
expanding volunteer base to handle the increased toy load meant that Operation Toy Train 
needed a way to carry more crew members on the train. A caboose was the perfect solution. 
 
In addition to CSX Transportation’s donation of the caboose itself, they also donated the 
movement of the car from Indiana to New York, with the remainder of the journey to New Jersey 
being donated by the New York, Susquehanna & Western Railway (NYSW). Storage for the car 
throughout the year will be donated by the Dover & Rockaway River Railroad (DRRV) and the 
Holland Manufacturing Company of Succasunna, New Jersey. 
 
“This historic caboose will provide a comfortable place for our volunteers (and Santa) to ride 
between our collection stops,” said Rudy Garbely, who handles Media & Communications for 
Operation Toy Train. “We’re excited to accept this generous donation from CSX and be able to 
recognize CSX’s corporate heritage by restoring the car to its iconic Chessie System paint.” 
 



 

 

The caboose, which still bears its original Chessie System number (Baltimore & Ohio [B&O] 
904059) and “sleeping kitten” logo from 1980, will be undergoing a full restoration in 2019. 
Operation Toy Train is currently fundraising for this effort, and donations to the project may be 
made at www.OperationToyTrain.org/caboose. 
 
“As part of CSX Pride in Service program, we are honored to support the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots Foundation with a donation of an iconic piece of railroad history,” said 
Robert Rohauer, CSX Community Affairs & Safety Manager. “We are proud of our heritage and 
delighted that the Chessie caboose will continue to bring joy to families in service with Operation 
Toy Train for many years to come.” 
 

*   *   * 
 
Operation Toy Train, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that operates a special annual 
collection train in northern New Jersey and southern New York during the first two weekends of 
December. Each year, the train collects over 25,000 donated toys for the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots Foundation, which redistributes them to underprivileged children within the 
collection area. For more information, please visit www.OperationToyTrain.org.  
 
 

 


