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*   *   * 
  

OPERATION TOY TRAIN ACQUIRES ADDITIONAL HISTORIC 
RAILCARS FOR ANNUAL TOYS FOR TOTS COLLECTION TRAIN, 

OFFERS CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
BRANCHVILLE, NJ – When Santa and the Marines pull into communities across New Jersey and 
New York this December, the train they’ll be riding on will be a bit longer. 
 
Operation Toy Train is an all-volunteer non-profit group that runs an annual toy collection train to 
benefit the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Foundation. This train, which will operate 
for its eleventh consecutive year in 2019, provides the largest single donation to Toys for Tots in 
the United States. In just four days, the 2018 run collected over 25,000 toys, which were then 
redistributed by the Marines to children in need within the collection areas just in time for 
Christmas. 
 
To facilitate moving this quantity of toys, Operation Toy Train maintains its own fleet of railcars. 
As the program experiences continued growth, additional railcars are needed to transport 
volunteers and provide a place for them to sort and stow toys while the train is en-route between 
stops. Operation Toy Train is proud to announce that it has acquired three new railcars to fill these 
needs.  
 
CSX Transportation, which donated a historic caboose in late 2018, has donated a second 
caboose (Baltimore & Ohio #904002) to Operation Toy Train. The movement of this car to New 
Jersey was donated by CSX Transportation and the New York, Susquehanna & Western Railway, 
and it is currently located in Little Ferry, New Jersey. The car will be refurbished in 2019 and 
painted into a unique Operation Toy Train paint scheme. 
 
Additionally, the Delmarva Central Railroad, through its parent company Carload Express, has 
generously donated Conrail caboose #21292. This caboose, currently located in Harrington, 
Delaware, will be moved to New Jersey later this year, rehabilitated, and repainted into its historic 
Conrail colors. 
 



 

 

Both of these cabooses will be used to transport Operation Toy Train’s volunteers between the 
train’s collection stops. “The warm stoves in the cabooses will be a very welcome feature for our 
volunteers that work long days outdoors in the dead of winter,” said John Sobotka, one of 
Operation Toy Train’s two co-coordinators. 
 
In addition to the new cabooses, Operation Toy Train has acquired a historic baggage car from 
Amtrak. The car, which is currently Amtrak #1132, was originally used to transport luggage on 
long-distance passenger trains. The historic baggage car is currently located in Beech Grove, 
Indiana, and it will be moved to New Jersey and restored to its original external appearance as 
Atlantic Coast Line #152. Once restored, it will be used by volunteers to sort and pack toys while 
the train is in motion between its collection stops. 
 
In addition to CSX Transportation, the Delmarva Central, Amtrak, and the New York, 
Susquehanna & Western, other railroads are facilitating the transportation and rehabilitation of 
these railcars for Operation Toy Train. The Dover & Delaware River Railroad and the Dover & 
Rockaway River Railroad (both owned by Chesapeake & Delaware LLC) are donating movement 
and long-term storage for the new railcars. 
 
“These new cars bring Operation Toy Train’s total railcar fleet to seven cars,” said Rudy Garbely, 
one of Operation Toy Train’s trustees. “We used to have to borrow cars from other railroads or 
organizations to run our train. Having our own fleet makes our train fully self-sufficient, and allows 
us to configure the train to better serve our communities and neighbors.” 
 
Operation Toy Train is currently fundraising to rehabilitate these historic railcars. You can learn 
more about the history of each of these cars and donate to their restoration at 
www.OperationToyTrain.org/equipment. Operation Toy Train is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, and donations are tax-deductible.  
 
Companies and local businesses that wish to donate can take advantage of Operation Toy Train’s 
new corporate sponsorship opportunities at www.OperationToyTrain.org/sponsorships. “We 
needed to find a way to recognize the outpouring of support that we get from local businesses,” 
said Carolyn Hoffman, who is Operation Toy Train’s other co-coordinator. “We developed these 
sponsorship packages as a way to thank the companies that go above and beyond to help us 
fulfill our mission and help our local communities.” 
 

*   *   * 
 
Operation Toy Train, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that operates a special annual 
collection train in northern New Jersey and southern New York during the first two weekends of 
December. Each year, the train collects over 25,000 donated toys for the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots Foundation, which redistributes them to underprivileged children within the 
collection area. For more information, please visit www.OperationToyTrain.org. 


